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Vocabulary Development

WordGirl is a new animated series that follows the every day life
and superhero adventures of “WordGirl” as she fights crime and
enriches vocabulary usage, all in a day’s work. Disguised as mild-
mannered 5th grader, Becky Botsford, WordGirl arrived on planet
Earth when she and her monkey sidekick, Captain Huggy Face, crashed their
spaceship. In classic superhero form, WordGirl possesses superhero strength with
the added benefit of a colossal vocabulary. WordGirl has a family and friends who
have no idea of her secret identity. As WordGirl, she battles and prevails over evil
(albeit ridiculous and comical) villains.

Each episode introduces four new vocabulary words and will reinforce their
meaning in a variety of contexts throughout the episode. The vocabulary itself is
not necessarily a plot point. The show teaches new vocabulary words to children
in a variety of fun and interesting contexts. WordGirl is a superhero spoof, so
storylines are funny takes of familiar stories from that genre.

WordGirl enriches young audiences’ vocabulary, closes the gap for those
who don’t grow up in language-rich environments, instills a love of language, and
fosters better reading comprehension.

Only a superhero like WordGirl, endowed with power punches and dictionary
strength, can put the word-wrenching scoundrels back in their place proving once
again that crime doesn’t pay...but knowing the right word for the right moment is
priceless.
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Visit www.pbskids.org
Click on WordGirl on the Character Wheel. You will be at a website with vid-

eos, games, and other activities. You may also see WordGirl videos on WFSU,
Channel 11, at 3:30 P.M. Central Time.
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